MOLTKE’S STRATEGY IN 1866
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A Review of the Seveu Weeks’ Campaign
in Which the Austrians Were Defeated.

e

He Violated Some Rulesand Axioms, but Knew

Whom He Was Dealing with, and Made the
. Best Possible Use of that Knowledge.

- ea—

By Gen, Viscount Wolseley, K. P, G, C. B.
THIRD ARTICLE.

The most futile species of military “eriti-
cism is that which unhesitatingly con-
demns the strategy of any campaign be-
cause it has evidently contravened or vio-
lated some dictum on war by Monticuzulli,
Turenne, Frederick the Great, or Napoleon.
All the wise sayings of those masters were
based upon their own experience of war, as

they knew and practiced it, under the con-
ditions then existing. Buat when those con-

ditions have been entirely altered by mod-
ern inventions and new apvliances; when
the dangers those wise sayings were
pointed at have been buried, or at least
neutralized, by these new appliances, it is

the role of a parrot to keep on repeating
them.

stinct and of common sense—the only per-
manpent source from which strategical and
tactical rules can be derived; it evinces an
inability to comprebhend the natural genius
of the science, of which you know only its
written problems and published rales. You
nristake the shadow for the substance, and
think you thoroughly understand geom-
etry because you can enunciate Euclid’s
propositions.

The wman who has mastered what are com-
monly styled the “rules” of our science,
but who has not taken in either ita spirit.
its rational genius or deep principles, 18 apt
to find fault with Moltke's strategy in 1866,
He points with a triomphant air to what
Napoleon said repeatedly as to the danger
of operatious which depend tor success upon
the concentration of two armies or two or
more divisions of an army that start from
different bases very far removed, one from
the other. This danger is always great,

and 18 multiplied many times when the
point selected for concentration is within
our adversary’s territory —as Gitsehin was
n 1566—and when 1t may at any moment
be occupred by him in force. ‘The posses-
sion of such & point enabies the general
whoso army is concentrated there to oper-
ate on what is known in war as “interior
lines,” and gives him a great adyantage
over his enemy, as is foreibly illustrated
b!rmnn of Napoleon’s best campaigns.
he ablest critica of this war agree that
Benedek made nothing of the advantages
which his central ition afforded Iim.
But the fact that Moltke’s strategy afforded
him those chances is not of itseif a sufii-
cient reason why we should necessarily
condemn that strategy. Moltke know his
man, aud took llberties he would not have
dared to venture on had he been opposed
10 a strategist as able as he was himself.

BENEDEK’'S BLUNDERS,

Asusual, it is easy now, long after the
event, to see how faulty were Benedek’s

arrangements. Without any doubt, his
truoe course was to have concentrated in
northern Bohemia, and, whilst he held
Prince Freaerick Charles 1n check with

Clam Gallas’s column and the Saxons, to
have fallen with nis whole army uvon the

Crown Prince. The bungling elowness of
Prince Frederick Charles’'s movements
after he had gained the passages of tho
Elbe, also 1ncreased Benedek's chances had
he done so.

For Benedek to reap full and complete
advantage from the possession of Gitschin
—which he might have occupied—he must
have crushed one of the two invading
armies before the other, held in check by a
comparatively small force, conld come to
its assistance. This is the essence of the
strategy of “interior lines.” Unless his po-
sition gave him this strategical advantage
he would be tactically crushed on the field
of battle. as Napoleon was at Waterloo, by
the attack in flank of one of the two sep-
arated armies, whilst heavily engaged in
front by the other. As Colonel Maurice.
in his most able essay on “War,” says of
hn'poloon upon that occasion, “Though the
balk of the French army was still between
1ts opponents that was a position of disas-
ter.” The decisive battle of Koniggratz is
another similar illastration of an army in a
central position being tactically crushed
between 1ts two opponents, whilst endeav-
oring to win through the strategical ad-
vantages which its position atforded.

Those who criticise Moltke's plans for the
1866 war in a hostile spirit too often forget
that he moved the two separated armies by
means of the eleotrictelegraph with as com-
plete precision as if they had been concen-
trated and under his own eyes,

When the two Prussian armies had made
their way into Bohemia, 1nstead of at ouce
uniting, Moltke kept themdesiguedly about
oue day’s march apart. He did soin the
hope of securing the tactical advantage of
engaging his engmy in. front with one of
the two large forces into which the Prus-
sian army was divided, whilst with the
ather ba feoll npon the Austnan flank or
rear. This is what he actually subsequent-
ly did at Koniggratz. :

¢ w0 svsluwiug luct is not, 1 think, gener-
ally known. During the now historical in-
terview at the windmill of Bry. Welling-
ton, assnming that bis army would be con-
centrated at Quatre Brason June 16, and
that it would not be attacked there, made
the following proposal to Gneisenau: That
the English army should march from Quatre
Bras, to fall upon Napoleon's flank and
rear whilst he was engaged in front with
the Prussians at Ligny. Gneisenaun, who
disliked out great Duke, objected, and in-
sisted that he should simply join and sup-
port Blucher there. Was it this conversa-
tion at Bry, and the tremendous effect pro-
duced by the Prussian attack upon the
flank of the French army whilst it was
beavily engaged with Waellington at
Waterloo that tanght Moltke, or at least
impressed him with, the value and power
of such a battle stroke? It is, at any rate,
s fact that Von Mo!tke, in his study of
the 1866 campaign, says: He had al-
ways considered the most eflective mode
in which two armies can act 1n concert,
aud bring about the most telling results,
was that which bLrought one upon the
enemy’s flank and rear, whilat the other
was heavily engaged on the battle-field,
with that same enrmy in front. At the
moment doring Koniggratz when FPrince
Frederick Charles was in direst distress,
suffering heavily, and yet unable to make
any impression vpon the enemy beyond the
Bistritz, and when nothiug could be seen
of the Crown Prince's army. the King,
turning to Moltke, asked him how he
thought matters were going. His answer
was: “Your Majesty will win to-day not
only the battle, but the cawmpaign.”

When Moltke said this to the King his
clear, well-founded caleunlation of chances
reminds us of the nnrafileable imperturb.-
ability of Marlborough. of the aimost
soothsaying prescience of Napoleon.

REQUISITES OF A GREAT LEADER.

There was nothing emotional about him,
B0 more than there was about Wellington
or Napoleon. although the latter often as-
sumed an enthusiasm he did not feel. The
pulse of all strong leaders, when in the
field, must be deep-seated, hidden far
away, and not to be counted measured by

even the most attentive observer. He is
invariably earefuily watched, and bis mien

searchi ' by all around him, |
DSiagly serutinized 53 | by the Crown Prinee and by Prince I'reder-

or who, for even a few moments, see him or
are bronght in contact with him. No mat-
ter what may be in his mind, his whole
outward bearing must be that of the suc-
cessful gambler, and his face bright with
the cheerfulness, and glee, and
of the man on the winning side.
Napoleon pretended to ¢arry his heart upon
Lis coat-sleeve, and to allow onlookers to
mee into his inner emotions, it was o care-
fully prepared bait. 1t was the bird-lime
of the wily trapper. the cleveriy-assumed
expression of the ftinished aetor. wihose

It displays the absence of war in--

intercommunication. This danger is in-
tensitied when each of the independent
forces has to look toits own
for supplies. lupoleon points out that an
army 8o divided Iays itseif open to be beat-
en in Jdétail, and that it ought to be so
Itnnfen if oppoeed to a man who knows his
rade.

There must always be a great element of
danger in any plan which violatesthisprin-
ciple—for principle of strategy it certainly
is. Without doubt Moitke’s scheme upon
which the two great Prussian armies crossed
the mountains into Bohemia, in 1566, did
violate that principle, as that principle was
unaerstood and applied in the Napoleouie
era. But it cannot be too frequently as-
serted that it is the great general who
knows when he can aflord to operate 1n a
mauner entirely opposed to rales which be
had, perhaps, for years dinved into the
heads of those he wished to 1nstruct in the
soience of war. But many circumstances
may conduce to render snch a proceeding
not enly safe, but desirable. And if the
circgmstances in 1866 be duly studied 1t will
be seen this wae one of those ex-
ceptional oceasions, and that con-
sequently Moltke did right. It must,
however, be freely admitted that to have
attempted such an operation before the
electric telegraph was invented wonld
have been mad rashness had the enemy
Leen commanded by a skillful strategist:
nay. more, that even in 1%&6 had the great
Napoleon commanded the Austrian armies
the Prussian forces wounld have been hurled
baeck into the mountains, defeated in de-
tail. Bat, then, Moltke knew full well that
Benedek was vo Napoleon. He correctly
estimated him as a commander at his true
value, ‘Tbat loyal, brave, but unfortunate
general said of himself that he was no
strategist. Moltke was well aware of how
weak was Benedeck’s authority, and how
strong was the faction at work against
bim in the then unreformed army of Aus-
tria. Plans yon would pot dare to adopt
against a Wellington you do not seruple to
put intn execution against a Benedek. Jo-
mini peints out that Napoleon did not hes-
1tate to play tricks with Mack which he
would not have veutured upon with the
Archduke Charles,

MOLTKE AND NAPOLEON.

But must we utterly condemn Moltke's
plan, as pedantio eritics, erammed with
Jomini, often ask us to do, because it af-
forded openings and cbances to his op-
poneni? Ishould like to ask them if they
as uwterly condemn Wellington’s plan for
the Waterloo campaign, because of the
chances it gave his opponent? Napoleon

knew how to take advantage of all such
chauces, and 1n that 1nstance he took
them in, lu({t twe“ih“ta ‘lnucio. mﬂpom
very nearly destroy the two armies ep
to him by taking advantage of them.

Over and over slnm Napoleon’s strate-
gical and tactical plans left open great
chances to his oppunents, if they had
been clever and quick enouxh to perceive,
and bad known how to use them. But the
whole gist of the matierisin thatif. Na-
poleon studied the character and genins of
nis adversary as closely as he did his maps
of the seat of war. His first thoughs was,
“What will so-and-so do under these cir-
cumstances!” Jomini 1mpresses upon his
readers that had the allies at Napoleon's
battle of Dresden attacked in the manner
he indicates, Ney must have been driven
into the Elbe. If,in the Austerlitz cam-
paign, the allies had waited for the Prus-
sian armny, and if that army had moved as
quickly as it might _have dome, it is not
easy to see how Napoleon could have
escaped destruction.

These illustrations might be multiplied,
but, after all, war is but a game in which
the caleulation of chances is an important
factor, and in which the general who risks
nothing will very seldom gain much. Itis,
it always has been, the possibilities against
you that are missed by your antagonist
which afford you the best chances of vic-

tory.

{v,hst was the great danger of this opera-
tion? First, as Napoleon so often pointed
out, thgt each eommandor.. not knowing
what his colleague was doing some hun-
dred miles off, would play—might be forced
to play—for his own hand; that the com-
bined operation u'plnnnod would not, or
counld not, come off, aud that consequentl
each of the generals for thetimecommand-
ing independently, would be attacked in
detail, as best suited the convenience of
his concentrated adversary. But that
danrr was removed in this instance by
the fact tkat the generals commanding the
two armies crossing the mountains into
Bohemia were in constant communieation
by electric telegraph with one another
back along their lines of communicativn to
Berhin, and with the commander-in-chief
of all the nation’s armies, who, during the
operations, remained 1n that capital. The
danger of failure 1n all such complicated
schemea, against whioh Napoleon enlarged,
was in this case reduced to s minimum, for
the daily movemeonts of each army were
controlled from Berlin. Neither could pos-
sibly get out of hand, and both aoted as
much 1n unison and concert as if theirlines
o:advance had been only a couple of hours’
ride one from the other,

MOLTKE'S ACTION DEFENDED.

The power which the electric telegraph
gave Moltke was most 1mportant, but the
telegraph ought also to have helped
Benedek. With the lines of telegraphsand
railway at his disposal. 1 do not think he
should have allowed the two distant Prus-

sian armies to cross the mountains into
Bobemia and unite, as they did, under his

very nose. Had a Napoleon commanded
the Austrian army, the plan adopted by
Moltke would, in my opinion, have ended
in disaster. But with a Napoleon for an
adversary, would Moltke have adopted
that plan. 1 distinctly answer no. There-
in lies one of the secrets, one of the great
difficulties, in the practice of war. DBut,
under the circumstances as they existed
when the two Prussian armirs crossed into
Bohemia, with many railways and tele-
graphs to assist in the operation, I believe
that Marlborough, Frederick the Great,
Wellington and Napoleon, each and all
would bave acted as Moltke did then.

Bat, urges the book-warrior, was Moltke
justitied 1n depending upon the lines of
telegraph which connected him with each
of the two armies dnring their passage of
these mountains into Bohemia? Might not
the wires have been easily cut along their
respective lines of commuuication? I don’t
think so, and 1f the routes they followed
are closely examined this will evident.
But, if they had been cut anywhere, a few
bours—say the time mounted messengers
riding hard would take to cover tweunty or
even thirty miles—would bave sufficed to
have fully repaired and once more w
them in working order. Immediately
hind each arwy, say for vne or oven for two
marches’ distance, there may have been
ounly & single wire connecting it with the
permanent lines of the commercial and na-
tional telegraph systems in rear. Bot
along that distance, it may be safe-
ly assumed, it would have ULeen almost
impossible for the enemy to have out the
wiye, owing to the number of troops then
necessarily movingalong the roads so close
to the armies then in motion. Moreover,
until the bLreak had peen repaired, the
messages conld be carried over the gap by
mounted men, and retransmitted, either
backward or forward, from a temporary
otfice. 1 have seen the military operator
ecasily earry in hus pocket an instrument
designed to meet this contingency. Mes-
sages conld slso be sent overthe gap whilst
it was being repaired, by means of ordi-
nary fing sigoals,

In fact, both thess armies were bound ot
keep open, and, consequently, to protect
their respective lines of communication.
If these lines were intercepted by the
enemy, neither army conld bave advanced,
for their 100d and supplies came by them.
They Ilay zlong railways which had to be
carelully guarded and protected. Bnt the
protection so afforaed to the railways was
suflicient toguard also the lines of telegraph
along them, and without which telegraph
those railroads themselves could not have
beon worked.

So much as regards the telegraph line im-
mediately in rear of the armiescommanded

ick Charles. But‘Uesides the great lines of

| telegraph along which orders were sent to

! of their movements were transmitted

contidence |
When |

those two srinies from Berlin, and reports

ack
to the King's beadquarters, there were also
the ordinary commercial lines of electric

| telegraph. not only of Prussia and Saxony,
. but, | may say, of all Enrope. Hefore tlhe

complete knowledge of human nature en- |

abled bim thus to play upon its amiable |
| in telegrapv—except as concerns the repe-

wWeak nosses, _ '
As Molike's erities love to point out. Na-
poleon urged upon his hearers how ex-
tremely diflienlt 1t was to place any de-
pendence on sobemes whieh involved the
action of two or more commanders com-
pelled to act for days independently, and
without any power of coustant and rapid

Crown Prince’s army entered the mount-
ains 1t operated through a region closely
interlaced with telegraph wires srected for
commercinl purposes. It wonld have re-
qnired a hostile army to havecut, and held
them cut, for any length of time, Distance

tition of mesaages when transferred from
one main line to another—is not an element
in this problem. Duaring one of the great
blizzards in New York, which lemporarllr
destroved lhalolcgn‘rh linesand stopped all
the road traflic, the distant quarters of the

city communicated with Wall street

special base |

i
|
|
:
i
|
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through England, and vice versa, by send-
ing messages over the several Atlantic ca-
bles which conld be respectively reache
from those two severed parts of the city.
8o close is now the network of telegraph
lines in all civilized countries that if one
or more lines be ent 1n front yon ean al-
most always send your message back over
some line that will enable yon to get it by
s ronndabout road to its required destina-
tion.
IMPORTANCE OF THE TELEGRAPH.

During the Ashant: war, when the tele-
graph lines through Spain were blocked,
that via Constantinople to London was
open. During the war of 1870 the German
neadquarters on the march from Metz to
Sedan daily ¢btained their news of French
doings from Paris via London. Dauring the
Le Mans eampaign, when direct communi-

cation between fiank and flank, seven niiles
apart, was impossible, complete and effect-
ive communieation was established by tel-
egraphing along a circuitous route 240 miles
long.

_When Napoleon inveighed against opera-
tions such as that by which the concentra-
tion was effected of the two great Prussian
armies 1n the northern angle of lozenge-
shaped Bohemis, he never dreamed of the
possibility of being able to maintain the
constant, certain and secure communica-
tion between the divided forces that was
maintained in 1266 between those armies by
meansof the electrie telegraph. Communi-
cation by electrie telegraph is a most pow-
erful factor 1n strategy which did not exist,
was not even dreamed of, in thie Napolvonie
era of war. In discussing the changes in
both strategy and tucties which modern in-
ventions have necessitated the mind is so
full of steam vessels, and railways, and im-
proved rifle and field guns that we are
prone to siur over the lmportance of the
electrioc telegraph.

In using the maxims of the great war
masters of the seventeenth, eighteenth and
first balf of the nineteenth centuries, in
any criticism of recent military operations,
the rapidity, certainty and security with
which messages can be transmitted, orders
sent and communication between widely-
scparated forces maintained, must be reck-
oned with. Its great importance can best
be realized by a careful study of Moltke's
plan for this invasion of Bohemia.

The more that plan isexamined the sonnd-
er apd wiser it appears, although it does
seem to violate s well-known principle to
which Navoleon attached the utmost im-
portance,

By the promptness with which Moltke
seized the moment when circnmstances
most favored the passage of the mountains
into Bohemia, he made evident the military
genius that was within him. He was not
responsible for the dispersion of the army
into those two units, so far removed one
from the other. That dispersion is an in-
stance of where the exigencies of political
complications were allowed to outweigh
strategical considerations. He had not
moved those two armies into Saxony and
Silesia, respectively, with a view to the
most eflective invasion of Bohema. They
were already in those provinces, which
that occugied not for army or strategical
reasons, but to meet the complicated

unirements of the political situation
prior to the declaration of war, and while
the question of war or peace still hung in
the balance. The problem before Moitke
was, how he could most safely and most
quickly insure the mutual co-operation of
those two armies for the purpose of giving
battle before Austria—the unready—could
concentrate and make ready for it. He did
not, he could not, eliminate from hie scheme
all elements of danger. What great general
has ever been able todo so. He adopted
the boldest course open to him, generally
the safest in the end. and, fearlessly grasp-
ing the nettle danger, crushed its sting by
the firmuess of his grip.

WAS THERE A BETTER PLANY

Why Benedek acted as he did 1s a ques-
tion beyond the scope and subject of this

articlee. What I wish to discuss here is:
What better course than the plan he adopt-

ed was open to Moltke at the beginning of
the “Seven Weeks' War,” when he found
the Austrians were concentrating in Mo-
ravia, and not 1n Bohemia?! We must not

forget that, as already stated, the Prussian
forces had been and were stil! divided into
practically two armies, one on the north-
eastern side of the lozenge formed by the
boundaries of Bohemia, the other on
its northwestern face, and were
sbout 150 miles apart. What was
the information and the reasoning
upon which Moltke formed his plaus? He
knew the Austrians were very scattered,
and conld not concentrate all their tight-
ing strength for some time to come, even at
Olmutz. A large vroportion of the troops
were still far behind that place, and
Benedek had taken no effective steps to
close the passes into Silesia against the
Crown Prince. Clam Gallas, with one
army corps, was far away, being then in
touch with the first Prussian army, against
which he had done nothing to close the
mountain passes from Saxony. Moltke
consequently determined to assume the
offensive by the invasion of Bohemia,
though seriously hampered in his schemes
by the King's determination not to be the
first to actually draw the sword.

What Moltks would have liked from the
first was a purely offensive campaign
against the Austrian army in Bohemia, but
the safety of Berlin—an open town-—ren-
dered it necessary to dispose of the Saxon
forces before he went for Benedek'’s army.
An early attack npon Saxony also enabled
him to forbid to the Austrians the Saxon
passes through the Ertz Gebirge. The
movement of Prince Frederick Charles
across the mountains would, Moltke cal-
culated, be taken by Benedek as intended
against Prague, and tend to throw him off
his guard as to his real intentions—and, in
fact, it did so. The Austrians were still
armed with the muzzle-loader, whereas the
Prussians had the needle-gun, which had
proved so successful in the Danish war a
couple of years before. Moltke very natur-
ally relied much upon the tactical advant-
age it would give his army. In fine, the
plan was one that Moltke felt hisadversary
would not expect—of 1tself a great recom-
mendation in its favor—and fads veritied
the correctness of his assumption.

Without any doubt a man so versed in
the science of war, and in all that had been
written upon it from the earliest times by
the greatest generals, must have often at
this time seriously questioned himselfas to
what it was possible to do. *Is there any
other way in which these two armies can
be as safely united before the Austrians
have eftected their concentration, as by at
once pressing through the mountain passes
in frout of them whilst they are still open,
in order to meet near Gitschiny’ How often
must he have put this question to himself
and pondered over it, for 1t was then the
great problem before the Prussians.

USE OF RAILWAYS IN WAR.

As long as armies depended for food and
stores and munitions of war upon carts and
wagons drawn along ordinary country
roads or even great highways, the strategio
plans upon which they moved had to bde
framed in sccordance with the general

direction of those routes. The existing
limes of railway similarly infinence all
plans for the movement of armies nowa-
days, but they enable much larger armiea
to be used now than formerly, and ennble
those armies to be moved much
more rapidly. Large 1magazines of
food and ammunition can be
forined at all important junctions
and big stations, rendering the subsistence
and'snpply of an army & much easier mat-
ter than was the case in Napouleon's wars,
Had there been a railway to Moscow in
1812 that campaign would not have ended
in French disaster. But railways can be
more easily and far more quickly destroyed
than was the old-paved chaussee. Hence
the increased sensitiveness to any attack
upon them and the large nnmber of men
now required for the protection cf their
bridges, viaducts aud water-tanks. In-
deed, their liability to attack by raiding
cavalry, or, as in the Awerican civil war,
by large forces of mounted infantry isa
new and vital feature in determining the
strategy ot the day. ;

The long-neaded Moltke had seriously
pondered over all these matters before 1560,
and, without doubt, he had fally grasped
the use made of railways by the Americans,
both Nerth and Sonth, in their war. Bat
not so the Austrian War Otlice. Its gener-
als were apparently still deep in Jomini, to
the exclusion of all other teaching,

The line of railway upon which the Aus-
trian army depended at this time for sup-
plies ran close along the Prussian frontier.
Consequently the CUrown Prince’s army in
Silesia not ouly gnarded that province from
any direet attack through the mountains
ungon Neisse, but it seriously threaténed
that line of railway.

It isdifficultin anarticle of this nature to
enter fully into all the puvints which must
bhave been present to Moltke's mind when
he resolved to push these two armies across
the mountuins iudependently and at a
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great distanceapart. In writing the history
of any war it i1s diflfienlt to describe all
that was in any general's mind when he
determined upon even the most important
movements. When months or years after-
ward he is questioned on the subject, he
has very probably forgotten much of it
himself.
nothing proves more conelusively that the
critic has himself never directed the move-
ments of an army, than any dogmatie eriti-
cism of military operations.

The commuander in small, as well as in
great, wars has to resolve quickly from his
own intuition and the information before
him, which is always imperfect and often
erroneous. The orders he gives are meant
to suit what he conceives to be the particu-
lar position of the moment. A few acraps
of information that won!d tell the civilian
nothing very often enable the skilled gen-
eral, 1n his mind’s eye, to pierce the veil be-
fore him and realize, as in a picture, the
condition, the preparedness or otherwise, of
his adversary's army. He does so just as
the great naturalist is able, from one dis-
covered bone of some ichttgynsaurua to
build up its whole skeleton and describe its
appearance.

MOLTKE'S ACTION WAS WISE,
I have no intention to discuss here any

other of Moltke's campaigns, but in the
foregoing remarks 1 hope 1 have said

enough to convince the military student of
the wisdom of all hedid in 18¢6. 1 hopel

have made plain thesoundness of his strat-
egy when, on June, 22, he telegraphed to
Gorlitz and to Neisse, and ordered the two

armies, whose headquarters were reapect-
ively at those two places, “to advance into

Bolhemia and seek to unite in the neighbor-

hood of Gitschin.” All such orders must be
measnred and judged, not as if they were
the oracular enunciations of an immntable
law, but as grave and momentousdecisions
given under a certain specific belief in the
then condition of affairs, based npon the
information then in the general’s posses-
sion. When so judged, I believe Moltke's
plan of campaign in 1866 will bear the most
searching scrutiny of all whose intimate
kuowledge of war enables them to rightly
understand the principles of stategy.

In nothing is a little knowledge more
calculated to lead men astray than in the
science of war—the most complicated of
all sciences. It will generally be found
that those who are most sweening, most
absolute in their eriticisms of military op-
erations, base their dogmatie conclusions
upon some axiom enunciated by some great
soldier of a former generation. They cling
to and repeat that maxim as if it were in
war what the Ten Commandwents are in
morals. Hence, in my opinion, much of
the hostile eriticism that has beenlaunched
against Moltke's strategy in 1866,

As stated early in this article, the pres-
ent German empire i1s the handiwork of
three great men, all emivently remarkable
in theirown line and after their own fash-
ion. Can Germany ever hope for another”
such trinity to guide its destinies, as when
these three stood 1n one group, straining
their sight across the Histritz valley for
some indication of the Crown Prince's ar-
arrival npon the field of battle!?

The world will, I think, always regard
Prince Bismarck as the greatest of the
three, whilst it acknowledges that each
was, as it were, the mathematical comple-
ment of the sum of the other two. The
general scheme for the ereation of a united
Germanv—the dream of centuries—was un-
doubtedly the work of Prince Bismarck,
and evolved out of his own brain. He was
the architect of that great edifice; Von
Molitke was the contractor who built 1t,
and the splendid old King was their able
employer, responsible to his country for the
zeal, conduct, and ability of bLoth. Able
and skillful as Prince Bismarek’sdiplomacy
undoubtedly was, it would have been
but empty vaporing without the
weight and inflnence which it obtained
from the great achiovements of the ['rus.
sian army. The weak nation goes to the
wall in all negotintions with foreign coun-
tries. lu this strange trinity each kep:
punetiliously to his own special {functions.
The King., deservedly at the head of the
army, most justly inspired general conti-
devce in thathigh position, as a real sol-
dier in instinet, a splendid tighting soldier
in heart and by his war traiming.,. Unlike
most of the ordinary soldier princes in his.
tory, he was wise enongh to bow on all im-

rtant military guestiops to the advice of
is great strategist, Von Moltke.

[TO BE COXTINUED,)
iCopyright, 1801, by &, 8. =Clure.])

Nothing, therefore, is more rash, |
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7 ' ' THE LARGEST
| A HOUSE FURNISHING
9 ESTABLISHMENT in the WEST

CARPETS, OILCLOTHS CURTAINS

This department is attracting special attention just now. Neve
were therea betterselected stock of Carpets, Portieres and Lace Cur-
tains put on eale in this city. The prices we are making on these
goods is satisfactory to our many hundred enstomers,

New invoice of Parlor Suites. Large variety, from the cheapest
to the best. $175, magnificent Imported Rug, elegantly trimmed
suite. 8135, beautifully designed suite, very cheap. #75, best Par-
lor Suite ever offered atthe price. 2850, those Suites in Oak or Wal-
nut, Crushed or Silk Plush, and Silk Tapestry.

Beautiful Upholstered Rockers., Divans, Gents' Chairs, Sofas,
sold single in Oak or Walnut, in Crushed or Silk Plush, Silk Tap-
estry—all at one-fourth from price toclose,

FOLDING DBEDS

In great variety. 885, magnificent 16th Century, extra large French
Mirror; is worth £105. $£65, beautifully carved, French Mirror in
either 16th Century, Old English or Antique Oak. £350, best Folding
Bed for price ever shown, $42, something special at the price.
£35, a beautiful Bed; all the latest attachments. #£25 a very serv-

iceable Bed. The most complete line of other gnods shown.
BEDROOM SUITS

Bedroom Suites all prices. The most varied line of thess
goods ever shown. At least fifty different patterns to seleet from.
8165, 16th Century Suite; everybody admires it; heavy carving, worth
$200. £100, elegant Suite, new pattern: would be cheap at £135,
£80, beautiful Antique Suite, good proportions. £355. something that
is immensely good for the money., £40, in 16th Century or Autique,
in Cheval or Square Glass, cheap. #£35, every shapeand finish:
world beaters. See them. 825, all-Oak, in 16th Century or Antique;
rattlers for the money. $20, all finish, large bevel plate-glass. =15,
all finish, large bevel plate glasss.

BED-LOUNGES AND COUCHES

&35, handsome English Rug Couch. £30, beautiful Leather
Couch. 825, best Bed-Lounge in city for price. £20, magniticent, in
Crushed and Silk Plush, £15, in Velvet, Moquette and Plush, $12,
very neat, good pattern. #10.in Moguettie or Carpet. £6, good, eom-
fortable Lounge. Child's Beds, Cradles, Cribs,-ete.

LADIES' and GENTS' ROCKERS by the THOUSAND

Beautifully upholstered in Plush, Silk, Bracketed Leather and Cane.
Magnificent Rattan, in Plain and 16th Century, and in Gold, Silver,
beautiful shades of Blue and Salmon.

Dining Chairs, Sideboards and Extension Tables

Book Cases by the hundred, Iall Trees, Ladies’ Desks, Pictures
Trunks and Traveling Bags.

QUEENSWARE DEPARTMENT IS HUMMING.

#8 China Tea Set, something new. £7, 96-piece Decorated Din-
ner Set. £4.25 12-piece handsomely Decorated Toilet Set. #£1,
beautitully Decorated Stand Lamp. 25¢, plain large Glass Stand
Lamp. $£2 a set, Silver-plated Knives and Forks. 050e, beautiful
Plated Scissors, 00c¢, Ladies’ Penknife, several designs, 50¢, Gen-
tlemen's large, serviceable Penkife. 25e, fine Pocketbook, good
variety. 385¢, splendid Clothes Brush. 235¢, Blacking Brush, good
bristles. 23c, Blacking Case, very convenient. 75¢, Child’s Express
Wagon. $1.75. Child's Velocipede. #£1, best Nickel Alarm Cloeck.
&1, beautiful Uwmbrella Holder. 25¢, Dressed Doll, large variety.

45c a dozen.
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STOVES, STOVES o ,,_
OILCLOTHS. - P '

Heating Stoves of every conceivable shape,
size and price. FLOOR OILCLOTHS from
20¢ a yard up.

Everything in THIS WORLD for
HOUSEKEEPING.
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Teleghone 1296 Opposite: State Hoose
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